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The University of Montana
School of Theatre and Dance

Fall 2022

THTR 544.01—Grad Flat Patterning, 3 credits

Instructor: Jessica Lang, she/her/hers
Office: PARTV 041
Email: jessica2.lang@umontana.edu
Phone: (406) 243-5271

Office hours by appointment only
Classroom: PARTV 040 (Costume Shop)
Class Days & Time: T/R 11:00 AM - 1:20 PM
Final Exam: Dec. 12, 2022 at 8:00 - 10:00 AM

Course Description

This course will explore fundamental pattern drafting through the use of flat patterning method. Students will learn
foundational patterning skills beginning with how to correctly take measurements, and will then use those skills to
draft basic garments. These garments will then be fit, altered and trued allowing students to understand the arc of
the patterning process.

Required Text

Principles of Flat Pattern Design by Nora M. MacDonald & Ruth E. Weibel

Optional Recommended Text

The Costume Technicians Handbook by Elizabeth Covey & Rosemary Ingham.

Required Materials

Students are encouraged to purchase the type of materials that the instructor has specified. Working with common
tools will facilitate a better understanding of the principles taught in this class.
10 yards of 45” wide muslin (wider width muslin is also acceptable)
Two pieces of 22” X 28” white poster board (I will let you know when you need these in class)
Calculator

Course Objectives and Format
●
●
●
●

Students will be able to analyze measurements and use them to generate flat patterns of torso, lower body,
sleeve, and detail elements such as collars and cuffs.
Students will be able to manipulate flat patterns to produce various effects in garment structure and
composition
Students will fit garments to a model in order to understand fitting process, pattern alteration and
adjustment, and efficient garment manipulation within time-sensitive parameters.
Students will produce a finished garment for their model demonstrating understanding of techniques and
principles not just of flat patterning but also construction relevant to pattern development, fit, and usability of
garment.

Course Schedule

Unit 1: Skirts
Unit 2: Sloper Bodice
Unit 3: Dart Manipulation
Unit 4: Sleeves
*Unit 5: Collars
*Unit 6: Pants
Final Project: Garment Pattern
Using your sloper and the pattern manipulation methods covered throughout the course, students will be given
patterning assignments by the instructor. Completion of this project will be the course final. The number of weeks
allotted for this project will depend on class progress and the instructor's assessment of the class.
*Time Permitting
Note: All assignments and dates are subject to change.

Grading & Assessment

As this is a class designed for costuming students who intend to work in the professional field, grading and
assessment will be based on the expectations of the industry. Therefore, equal weight is placed on showing up, doing
the work, and doing it at the highest quality.
Attendance: 35%
As previously stated this is a lab-based class where students are expected to be present at all classes and work to
their fullest potential. As is standard practice at UM, three tardies is equal to an unexcused absence. Your
attendance record is available on Moodle and you can check it at any point to stay informed of your progress.
Quality: 35%
As in the industry, throughout the patterning process, an emphasis on accuracy and usability is expected. Not only do
patterns need to be fundamentally able to be assembled accurately, but they should also be properly notched and
labeled. The instructor will explain how this is done. Sloppy cutting, lack of or inaccurate notching and labeling will be
considered when your patterns are being graded. Quality assessments will be completed by the instructor following
every unit based on completed and turned in work.
Participation: 30%
Practicing theatre artists need to be aware of what they can bring into a work place beyond technical/artistic skills.
Professional conduct and positive attitude contribute considerably in professional shops. Consequently, participation
and conduct will be assessed mid-term, and again at the end of term.
There will be no extra credit for this class.

Class Expectations

Students' work is required to be complete and turned in on the dates specified by the instructor. Due dates with a list
of what will be expected to be turned in will be announced in class, as well as posted on Moodle. All work must be
turned on no later than 5:00 pm of the day it is due. No late work will be accepted, unless approved by the instructor
in advance.
The work completed for this class builds on the previous lessons. Failure to complete a project covered in a unit limits
or prohibits the student’s ability to progress to the next unit. The instructor will assess students' progress at mid-term
and students who have failed to complete all the required projects by that time may be encouraged to drop the class.
All pattern work should be turned in, in a manila envelope, with your full name clearly written on the envelope with a
list of all included patterns. Patterns must all be correctly notched and CLEARLY labeled in the appropriate
information as covered in the labeling and notching guide provided by the instructor.

Instructor Expectations of Conduct

On the day of fittings students will be asked to dress appropriately. Please wear appropriate undergarments, such as
a padded bra, camisole, and/or boxer shorts. Please respect your fellow students on fitting days and observe
common sense courtesy so that nobody feels uncomfortable. Under no circumstances will language or conduct that is
racially offensive, homophobic, or body shaming be permitted in this class. If any of this behavior is observed, you will
immediately be asked to leave by the instructor.
Please respect the time and expertise of your instructor, and respect the work of your fellow students. Conduct
yourself in a respectful and professional manner. If you fail to do so you will be asked to leave.
This is a lab-based class where a wealth of information is going to be covered quickly. Your presence and
participation in class is mandatory for your success. All students are expected to be ready to work at the start of
class. This includes gathering tools and projects as needed.

DO NOT attend class if you are ill or contagious

Should you feel you are presenting symptoms of COVID-19, go to Curry Health Center immediately for testing.
Any illness or absence still requires you to be responsible for:
● Contacting professor as soon as possible to notify them of the absence
● Providing a doctor’s note or other equivalent documentation of valid excuse within one week of absence
● Arranging with classmates to acquire missed notes / information and/or with the professor during office
hours or by appointment. Every effort possible will be made to ensure that the student does not miss the
information.

●

Students are expected to be responsible for their own education. Any effort made to make up for missed
work must be made by the student in their own time.

Hygiene/Personal Care/Dress Code

The costume shop at UM is a professional workplace and the expectations of conduct follow those of the industry.
Avoid wearing perfume or other strong scents. Wear appropriate clothing that you can work in comfortably. You may
be asked to work on the floor, climb on the table, climb ladders, etc. Closed-toed shoes must be worn at all times in
shop spaces.

From the School of Theatre & Dance

All Theatre & Dance students must have an in-depth knowledge of the practices and procedures outlined in the
School of Theatre & Dance Student Handbook. The Handbook is available online at https://www.umt.edu/theatredance/handbook.php.
There is inherent risk involved in many Theatre & Dance classes as they are very physical in nature. Please proceed
through class, shop time, or rehearsal with caution. Always be mindful of your personal safety and the safety of
others. Students participating in class/shop/rehearsal/performance do so at their own risk.
Due to safety considerations, at no point during a student’s time spent in class or serving on a production (in any
capacity) should non-enrolled persons be guests of that student without my consent. Presence of such unauthorized
persons in a class, shop, or any backstage/off-stage area will negatively affect a student’s grade.

Student Conduct Code
All students must practice academic honesty. Academic misconduct is subject to an academic penalty by the course
instructor and/or disciplinary sanction by the University. All students need to be familiar with the Student Conduct
Code. The Code is available for review online at
www.umt.edu/student-affairs/community-standards/default.php.

Disability modifications
The University of Montana assures equal access to instruction through collaboration between students with
disabilities, instructors, and the Office for Disability Equality (ODE). If you think you may have a disability affecting
your academic performance, and you have not already registered with ODE, please visit them in Aber Hall. I will work
with you and ODE to provide an appropriate modification.

From UM President Seth Bodnar:

The wide availability of safe, effective vaccines to combat COVID-19 means that we are able to continue full inperson learning again this semester. The Office of the President urges every member of the UM Family to get
vaccinated (and receive a booster shot) if you haven’t done so already. Vaccination provides the best means of
protecting yourself – and others in our UM Family – from the risk of COVID-19.
Please visit https://www.umt.edu/curry-health-center/corona-virus.php for the latest health/safety information, as well
as campus communications and plans about the global health pandemic.

Wellness

Personal considerations such as health, wellness, and/or other issues can interfere with a student's ability to succeed
and thrive in the university setting. For helpful resources, please contact the Curry Health Center Counseling
department at 406-243-4711 or schedule an online appointment through the CHC Health Portal:
https://www.umt.edu/curry-health-center/. For a crisis or for after-hours care, you can contact the emergency rooms
at St. Patrick Hospital or Community Medical Center; the National Suicide Lifeline: 1-800-273-8255; or the Crisis Text
Line: text MT to 741-741. For University of Montana Financial Aid, call 406-243-5373 or email finaid@umontana.edu.
Please stay in communication with your faculty advisor and know that we are here to help. You can call in anytime to
our office hours (posted on office doors) or email us to set up an appointment.

